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Dawahares / KHSAA Hall of Fame Nomination Form KHSAA Form
Information about Nominee
Name: Charles H T Hunler N
is the nominee deceased? (circle) YES NO
(if nominee is not deceased, please fill qut address information below)
Address: 202 Lexwgtoy Dr
sl

City, State, Zip Glosaow. kY F214(

Phone (list day and night) ,376{ 4@4 - [G48

Information about person making nomination (list “self” if self-nominating)

Name: Teopen Reaor

Address: 306k Seay St

City, State, Zip Clasenw  KY ¥4/
Phone (list day and night) 270 Y A 5}’ - £987

Important Information Needed for ALL Nominees. This information is important to the
Selection Process in helping to ensure that the desired objectives with regard to the
consideration of nominees and the induction process is satisfied. (Application will
not be accepted without this information)

_Please list the primary category of nomination (circle)—

/ PLAYER ) COACH OFFiCIAL CONTRIBUTOR
-
Birth Date of Nominee o2 i{os/1644
'é[ R ’ "
Sex {circle one) [ Male ) Female
A
Is the nominee a minority (African American ! Y s No
and others) as defined in 2(c ) -

If this person is being nominated as a Coach, please complete the following additional
information-

Coached at which High School(s)

Year of Retirement I

Primary KHSAA basketball region as
defined in 2(b)

(over for remainder of application)



If this person is being nominated as an Athlete, please complete the following additional

. information- oo ;
High School Attended ﬁJA/ﬁA 5::4’/{/’6 he /L?//'QA Qé"/) aal
Graduation Year iV 962 < . )
Primary KHSAA basketball region as S 7L m ; ( ? , )
defined in 2(b) | weciion f . / égxm’ 4
If this person is being nominated as an Official, please complete the following additional

information-

Primary Officiating

Accomplishments at the
High School Level

For persons being nominated in all categories, please complete the following additional
information

Please summarize this person’s accomplishments as a coach, player, official or contributor at
the high school level in Kentucky.

Please list any other factors about this individual that you would like for the Hall of Fame
Committee to consider.

1 certify that | have truthfully completed this information about the nominee with the permission of the
nominee, that he/she will accept induction if selected, and | will cooperate with the KHSAA should
- addifiopdl information be needed for his/her cousideration.

Signature ™ 147 ,ﬁu“ Name (print) JE‘P’P/V' i /Y € /M Date /%/2%/2073

Attach any relevant press clippings and materials which would verify coaching win-loss
records, or other statistical information. Also attach any other letters of recommendation of
other information which may be helpful to the committee in making a final selection.
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Clem S. Haskins
3060 Roberts Road
Campbellsville, KY 42718

Nov. 12, 2013

Kentucky High School Hall Of Fame
Recommendation for Charlie Hunter

Dear Kentucky High School Hall of Fame Selection Commitiee,

1 am writing this letter to recommend Charlic Hunter, who played basketball at Ralph Bunche High School in
Glasgow Kentucky, as a nominee for induction into the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame.

Charlie was one of the great players to play high school basketball in the state. He could run, jump and shoot
as well as any player m the state including myself. Because Charlie played at an alt black school during that
period he did not receive the notoriety that he deserved. His accolades mentioned clsewhere in this package
will justify his ability and make him a prime candidate to be considered as a nominee into the Hall Of Fame.

Charlie’s inductton would go a long way to rectify the oversight of players of Charie’s ability that played at
an all black school with talent that equaled or surpassed that of many players already enshrined in the Hall of
Fame.

Thank you in advance for your consideration of Charlie Hunter as someone most deserving, to be enshrined
into the Kentucky High School Hall of Fame,

Clem Haskins, Member
Kentucky High School Hall of Fame



WOODFORD L. GARDNER, JR
ONE FOREST HILLS
GLASGOW, KENTUCKY 42141

November 5, 2013

Dear Selection Committee:

Please accept this as my unqualified recommendation for selection by you of Charlie
Hunter as a member of your Hall of Fame.

Charlie Hunter played for and graduated from Ralph Bunche High School. He was
recognized as an all district, all region, and second team Kentucky alt state player. His
1961 Ralph Bunche team competed in the Kentucky High School State Tournament.
Individually, he was twice the leading scorer in his region and was a member of the Ky/Ind
All Star Team and the East/\West All Star Team.

| competed against Charlie Hunter all during his high school career. These games
alternated between the Ralph Bunche gym and our gym. Twice our teams met in the
district tournament. Charlie Hunter was a gifted and dedicated player.

Charlie Hunter also had a distinguished college basketball career. He and another
Ralph Bunche High School graduate, Jerry Wells, played at Oklahoma City University.
After his college playing days were completed, he was draft by the Boston Celtics.

When the name “Big Game” Hunter is mentioned in our area, everyone, to this day,
knows you are talking about Charlie Hunter of Ralph Bunche High School. He will certainly
made a fine addition to your Hall of Fame.

Very truly y6(s




From: larry.conley@comcast.net

Sent: Sunday, November 17, 2013 3:36 PM

To: Ream, Jerry

Subject: Re: Charlie Hunter -Letter of Recommendation
Attachments: ecblank.gif

| would like to recommend Charlie Hunter for entrance into the KHSAA Hall of Fame. His play at
Bunche High School in Glasgow during his high school was exemplary.All State in 1962,a member of
the Kentucky team in the Ky./Ind. all star game and a selection for the EastWest All-Star game in
Ky. in 1962. strongly endorse Charlie for induction into this elite group of Kentucky high school
players.

Respectfully,

Larry Conley




To Whom It May Concern,

I'am writing this letter of recommendation on behalf of an athlete who, in my
opinion, would be a worthy addition to the Hall of Fame. Charlie Hunter is an
outstanding citizen and a member of an era of players that long has been overlooked.

Charlie was a remarkable basketball player at Ralph Bunche High School in the early
sixties. Graduating in 1962, he was a standout in the 5™ region and statewide. This period
of time produced many great high school players , Charlie took a back seat to no one. He
led the Bunche Bluehawks to the State Tournament in1961. Charlie was named 2™ team
All- State in 1962 and received enough votes to be on the first team, but according to an
article in the Sunday Courier Journal ,” there wasn’t room for him on the first team” .

Charlie was 2 member of both the Ky/Ind All-Stars (started) and the East/West All-
Stars , when both were still the pinnacle of High School Hoops in Kentucky. He was one
of the first African Americans offered a Scholarship to attend the University of
Louisville but chose to play for Abe Lemon at Oklahoma City University. After an
outstanding collegiate career Charlic was drafted by the Boston Celtics.

Thank You in advance for your consideration of a most deserving person.

Wayne Chapman
859-361-6510
doons2000@yahoo.com




November 26, 2013

SUBJECT: CHARLES HUNTER

In earlier years there were often criteria set for some people and a different set for others
concerning the same situation.

It appears this might have been the situation Charles Hunter fell victim to in the early
1960°s. Charles was an outstanding athlete and student at Ralph Bunche High School and

continued to accomplish greatness at Oklahoma City University.

Charles might not have received the recognition and awards that he deserved because of
the situation that existed at that time.

I only ask that the KHSAA and the Kentucky High School Basketball Hall of Fame
review Charles’s accomplishments as compared to the criteria used for those already
inducted into the Hall of Fame.

I believe it will be found that Charles deserves this honor.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

J. Norm Weaver
Alien County High School Basketball Class of 1964
Western Kentucky University Basketball Class of 1968




December 13, 2013
To the KHSAA Hali of Fame Selection Committee:

Like rmany other people, there is always a person who we believe belongs in the KHSAA Hall of Fame, but
has not been selected. Charles Hunter, who graduated from Ralph Bunch High School, an all black
school, in 1962, is one of these deserving people! In today's world, Charles would have been sought by
virfually every major university in the nation.

In 1962 there were no black varsity basketball players in the S.EC., O.V.C., A.C.C., SW.C,, etc. Charles
went to Oklehoma City University because his teammate, Jerry Wells, also received a basketbali
scholarship there. He got very little recognition because he was at an all black school and newspapers
owners were white....they were basically selling newspapers to white families.

Let's remember that Charles Hunter could not have gone into many restaurants to eat, nor could he
have stayed in most motels/hotels in the South. Clem Haskins and Greg Smith faced comparable
prejudices in 1963-67 while traveling with Western Kentucky University's basketbalf team.

Even though Charles was on the first five for the Kentucky All-Star Team, his only offer was from the
University of Louisville. if memory serves me correctly, Charles would have been the first black player at
UL. With his being from a small town, the transition would have been quite difficult,

Charies was a superb high school player, ieading the region in scoring in 1961 and 1962. This was at a
time when Allen County High School was dominating the region - winning 95 consecutive games against
schools within the region.

After an outstanding collegiate career, Charles was drafted by the Boston Celtics. Remember, there
were only 8 NBA teams in 1962.

It is my hope that you will strongly consider Charles Hunter for induction into the KHSAA Hall of fame.
He is HIGHLY deserving.

Sincerely submitted by,
Jim Richards

Former Glasgow High School Basketball Head Coach
Former Western Kentucky University Basketball Head Coach




Ream, Jerry

From: robert523@twc.com

Sent: Sunday, December 29, 2013 7:11 PM

To: Ream, Jerry

Subject: Charlie Hunter Letter of Recommendation

It is with great pleasure that | recommend Charles Hunter for induction into Kentucky High School
Basketball Hall of Fame.

Mr. Hunter led his high school, Ralph Bunche, in Glasgow to the Boys High School State Tournament
in 1961 and was the leading scorer in the 5th Region in both 1961 & 1962. He was named 2nd Team
All-State in 1962. He was named to the KY-ind All-Star Team and also the Coaches' East vs West
All-Star Team after graduation from high school.

He accepted a scholarship to play his college basketball with Abe Lemons at Oklahoma City
University and had a great career there.

Upon graduation he was drafted by the Boston Celtics in the National Basketball Association.

Charlie was not only a fine basketball player but is a great person and it is with much pleasure that |
write this letter in his behalf for consideration along with many others that | have spoken with for
induction info the Kentucky High School Basketball iHall of Fame.

Sincerely,
Robert B. Rascoe
robertdZ23@hwe.com




Mr. Johnnie F. Herron
108 Clay Street
New Brockton, Alabama 36351

December 6, 2013

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written in reference to Mr. Charles Hunter, a former student and baskethall player
of mine at Ralph Bunch High School in Glasgow, Kentucky.

My first year of teaching and coaching basketball in 1957 I noticed that we did not have a feeder
program for building and sustaining our high school basketball program. Ralph Bunch being a
small school and not many young boys, I instituted a ‘Semi-Little League’ Program for our
school. This is where T came to know Charles. He was a young energetic fellow who could
motivate his team mates to play hard and do it with a passion to win. I coached him from Little
League through his high school years. By the time he reached his junior and senior years, he had
become a full-fledged leader for his team. He motivated and encouraged team mates to many
victories on and off the court. Charles’ leadership made the team highly competitive during the
regular season and especially during tournament time.

During the early 60°s Charles led the team through the District, Region and on to the State
Tournaments. He was named on the first team of both the Districts and Regional Tournaments.
In 1962 Charles was named on the second team for the Kentucky All State Team. He was also
named on the East West All Star Team. Charles was easy to coach!

The local and surrounding coaches as well as many colleges were highly impressed by Charles’®
performance on the basketball court. Charles was mindful of his social and moral behavior at
school, church, and the community. He still maintains those respectable habits as an adult.

Charles graduated in the early 60’s at a time when integration was in its infant stage. There were
not many opportunities for African American students to get college scholarships. Many college
coaches desired to recruit Charles but were reluctant to do so during that critical time. Coach
Lemon of Oklahoma was determined to recruit Charles. After coming to Bunche to scout his
play, he gave Charles a scholarship to Oklahoma University. He was the first African American
drafted from the Glasgow area; this courageous act opened the door for other African American
to enter. The legacy he left at Bunch was, “If Charles can do it, I can too”. This was a
motivating force for the young players to follow and thus made the young players easier to
coach. - - S : - :




I definitely recommend Charles Hunter to be considered as a candidate to be named to the Sports
Hall of Fame. His statue in the community and during the years when he played ball from Little
League to College has changed the lives of so many. His career even blazed a trail for young
men and women to play ball and receive an education. I believe this is the time for Charles to be
considered for this honor. '

Respectfully Yours,

Raiph Bunch Hi gh School
Glasgow, Kentucky



FOREWORD

Respectively submitted for inclusion in the player category for the Class of 2014
Dawahares/KHSAA Hall of Fame is Charles H.T. “Big Game” Hunter.

Hunter certainly had the credentials of an outstanding high school player;
however, like so many rural African American players of the late ‘50’s and early ‘60’s
whose teams were relegated to playing in all-black conferences, Hunter’s
accomplishments did not receive the recognition that others attained in schools that had
already integrated.

In Hunter’s junior year of 1961, the Glasgow Ralph Bunche Bluehawks were
Region 5 champions, and Hunter led the region in scoring. Nineteen sixty-two was
certainly a breakout year for Hunter insofar as publicity was concerned. As noted in the
attached article, he was the Region 5 scoring leader again and was named to the all-
state second team. A layman such as | can only assume that the first team all-state
was somehow limited to ten players. As explained in the included article (#7),
‘according to the reports in the Sunday Courier Journal, he landed enough votes to
make the first string, but there wasn’t room for him on the first unit.” Hunter went on to
make a nice contribution as a starter on the 1962 Kentucky All Stars and also played in
the East-West game.

For purposes of this nomination, Hunter's story ends here. Hunter had
scholarship offers from numerous major universities including the University of Louisville
where he was the very first African American offered a scholarship by coach Peck
Hickman. Hunter opted instead for coach Abe Lemons offer to attend Oklahoma City
University and brought along Raiph Bunche teammate Jerry Wells. After a very
successful four years at Oklahoma City, Hunter was drafted by the NBA Celtics.

Thank you for your tim

'
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College Offers and Letters of Intent

University of Louisville
Oklahoma City University
University of Cincinnati
Bradley University
University of Kansas
Vanderbilt University
Arkansas A & M
Austin Peay University

Murray State University

Charles decided on Oklahoma City University, coached
by Abe Lemmons. Although E.A. Diddle coach of
Western Kentucky University told Abe that he had

gotten the BEST player from the state of Kentucky, WKU
never even gave Charles an offer. It was definitely their
loss.




